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Hello folks! I hope the disastrous fuel prices haven’t put the brakes on your car hobby too much. Since our chapter covers two states and then some, I’m afraid that we will get less folks willing to drive very far for a show or cruise-in. Now, more than ever, we all need to do our part to support our hobby. Bring your kids and their friends with you! They are the future of this hobby and for the most part they don’t even know it yet! I’d hate to see the day that our cars become museum pieces. I have been awfully busy this winter lining up events for us and I hope all of you will have the opportunity to attend a few. We have many more opportunities this year than ever before so let’s get those Galaxies out and let other folks enjoy them too! In the interest of passing out as much info as I can and speeding up the printing process this issue will focus on upcoming events and info. Go to our website at: http://carolinagalaxies.galaxieclub.com/ to check out photos from past events, info on future events, past newsletters and a classified section that is free to all members!

We had a great showing at the ‘07 Galaxie Nationals. I lost track but we had more members at a Nationals than ever before. James Thomas, Lester Edwards and I took home “Top 20” trophies. Everybody enjoyed the Moonshine Festival and the hard work of Atlanta Galaxies sure paid off! 
The Spring Autofair this year was plagued with bad rainstorms, but many members showed their fortitude and brought their Galaxies anyway. Thanks to all of you! The host hotel was very close to the speedway and allowed folks to interact outside of the show. We were moved under the grandstands and that spared us from the rain for the most part. We lucked out and were placed in front of an entrance so a lot of folks got to see us on their way in! Roy Davis took home the Best of Show trophy, James Thomas won 1st place, Neil Smith won 2nd place and Lester Edwards won 3rd place. During our meeting we voted to donate $50.00 to the Victory Junction Gang Camp! I’d like to thank Dennis Carpenter and Mac’s Antique Parts for their generous contributions to our goodie bags!
On April 29th we had four chapter members show at the 30th Annual Mustang and Ford Show in Lexington, SC. Sometimes these smaller shows are more fun than the bigger shows! Raymond Main, Neil Smith and James Thomas took home trophies! Those Mustang boys didn’t know what hit them! Congratulations to all of our award winners!
Our biggest event this year will be the East Coast Galaxie Regional Meet being held in conjunction with the Occoneechee Speedway show in Hillsborough NC. It was a huge event last year with 400 show cars and 40 thousand spectators. It is expected to be much larger this year. Many former racers, race car builders, historic race cars and classic cars will be there! All proceeds go to the restoration of this historic dirt track… the only one remaining from the inaugural 1949 NASCAR season. Go to their website for more info and pictures: http://www.historicspeedwaygroup.org/ I suggest you register now and book your hotel room! It’s going to be big and rooms may be scarce!
As you may know, Carolina Galaxies is hosting the 2009 Ford Galaxie Nationals at the Fall Charlotte Autofair. It will be the Galaxie’s 50th anniversary! I’m already working with the Autofair to make this event happen… there is a chance that the Galaxies will be in a great spot… on the infield next to the Nationwide Garage. More than ever before, maximum participation from each of you and a helping hand where available will really make a difference. I will need help with all kids of stuff so please let me know if you are able to pitch in with anything next summer.  
I know I sound like a broken record but I’m still asking all of you to please show up at as many events that you can. That is by far the BEST way to support this chapter. ANY Galaxie is worth showing regardless of a rip in the seat or primer on the body. So get that Galaxie out to a show or cruise-in. If the car is out of commission, then please bring yourself and your family. You’ll love meeting other members and seeing their cars. You might find parts or get an idea for your car! I know there are events near you that other members want to know about so please pass on the info. I always try to share on any event info I can so that your Galaxie isn’t the only one at your local cruise-in. There is nothing more rewarding than sitting at a red light in your Galaxie right next to another one or cruising down the interstate with one next to you. It’s like being in a time machine!
      The Carolina Galaxies “time machine” schedule for 2008 is:
NC Transportation Museum All Ford Show in Spencer, NC

                   Aug 2nd 2008
Darlington Raceway Historic Racing Festival in Darlington, SC                      Aug 30th 2008
Fall Charlotte Autofair at Lowe’s Motor Speedway


                   Sept 6th 2008

Occoneechee Speedway Show in Hillsborough, NC                                           Sept 26th, 2008

12th Annual Galaxie Nationals in Branson, Missouri                                   Oct 24th-26th, 2008
Downtown Cruise-in in Mooresville, NC                                                  1st Sat of each month
Sumter Cruisers Cruise-in at the Kmart in Sumter, SC                         4th Sat of each month
(Check the website or contact me for more info)
If you aren’t getting regular emails from me, please let me know so I can add you to the distro list. Please look below your address to see if you owe dues. The dues are: 1 year = $10.00, 3 yrs = $25.00, 5 years = $40.00. Make your dues payable to “Greg Patterson”. Please keep your information updated by calling or emailing me. My home email is: gpatterson8@sc.rr.com. As some have found out, if I have an old address for you, you will miss out! Also, the National club requires that you keep your membership current so if I don’t already have it, I need your national membership ID number. 
So to sum it up… please use the website features, keep me informed and show up for some events! Check out the Carolina Galaxies website and our chapter news in the Ford Galaxie Club of America Gazette for more info and the latest updates.

I realize sometimes my progress can be slow, but I appreciate your patience. But I hope to see you at a show this summer! 
    









Greg Patterson


See the back of this newsletter for our classified section. Carolina Galaxies members have unlimited advertising! List your Galaxies or Galaxie related parts, services, etc. FREE!!!!

All ads must be submitted in writing and are space available, first come, first served! 

All of our newsletters are available online at: www.carolinagalaxies.galaxieclub.com 
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